In its 1984 annual report, the Marine Board of the National Lesearch Council noted that "there are indications that shippers nd ports in the United States may be losing import and export pportunities because of conditions in U.S. ports, including marine erminal productivity." Furthermore, "for cargo handling systems a which the United States is pre-eminent, productivity of use in his country is below that of other countries."
While most steamship lines, stevedoring companies, and termi-tal operators guard their respective productivity figures as closely ,s a sales department would guard its customer list, it is generally -ccepted that, given equivalent container-handling equipment and acilities, European and Asian stevedores and terminal operators lo outproduce their U.S. counterparts. Compared to the theoret-cal design production capability of most shoreside cranes, U.S. >roductivity is usually in the 45 to 50 percent range.
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Compared to typical crane productivity figures in Asia and Durope, U.S. crane productivity is generally only 57 to 67 percent LS good.
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Productivity in a marine container terminal generally breaks iown into three principle areas of concern: (1) stevedoring, (2) container yard, and (3) receiving and delivery gate. (For purposes >f this analysis, it is assumed that container freight station operations are not an integral part of the marine container terminal.)
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